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At Rio de la Hacha the Governor had received similar
orders not to trade with the Englishman. Hawkins used
similar persuasion. He prepared to land in his ships' boats,
carrying two brass ' falcons * and ' double bases/ as the small
cannon of those days were named.

The townsmen marched out in battle array and opposed the
landing. Hawkins, ' perceiving them so to brag, commanded
the two falcons to be discharged, which put them in no small
fear.' At every shot they fell flat to the ground as if killed in
a bunch, and finally took to flight* A number of horsemen,
however, kept their ground, and coursed up and down with a
fine show of courage; but as soon as Hawkins marched towards'
them with his men, they sent messengers with a flag of truce
to know his wishes. * Then,* said Master Hawkins, ' we made
our traffic quietly.' All the slaves were sold in exchange for a
goodly store of gold, silver, pearls, and other jewels, and the little
English fleet carrying this treasure shaped a homeward track.
Winds were contrary, and they were driven out of their course
as far as Jamaica, when, after beating about the sca.s in
uncertain fashion, they made for the coast of Florida, ran up
the east coast of North America as far as Newfoundland, ami
after learning a good deal of useful geography, arrived at last
at Padstow, in Cornwall, * with the loss of twenty persons in the
whole voyage, and with great profit to the venturers, as well as
to the whole realm. God's name, therefore, be praised for ever-
more. Amen!'

England rang with the name and fame of John Hawkins*
Elizabeth was hugely pleased with her share of the profits, and
pooh-poohed the vigorous remonstrances of the Spanish
Ambassador, who sent off a full narrative of these events to
his royal master.

Philip was profoundly disturbed in mind. < Ojo / Ojo /' he
wrote in startled ejaculations against the name of Hawkins in
the Ambassador's reports; Despatches to the Governors of
the Western Colonies were immediately sent off, warning them
pf fhe bold and unscrupulous Englishman, and with stern